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​2026 CEUTA​
​MIGRANT CRISIS​
​Why in the news?​

​In​ ​late​ ​July​ ​2026,​ ​an​ ​estimated​ ​70,000​ ​to​ ​80,000​ ​people​ ​(primarily​​young​​men​​from​​Morocco)​

​breached​ ​the​ ​border​ ​into​ ​the​ ​Spanish​ ​North​ ​African​ ​enclave​ ​of​ ​Ceuta​​,​ ​largely​ ​by​ ​swimming​

​around breakwaters or walking the shoreline.​

​➔​ ​The​ ​mass​ ​movement​ ​was​ ​heavily​

​fueled​ ​by​ ​social​ ​media​ ​campaigns​

​and​ ​smuggling​ ​networks​ ​that​

​exploited​ ​a​ ​June​ ​2026​ ​Spanish​

​Supreme​ ​Court​ ​ruling​​,​ ​which​ ​had​

​temporarily​ ​complicated​ ​immediate​

​return procedures for arrivals by sea.​

​➔​ ​The​ ​crisis​ ​triggered​ ​massive​​political​

​protests​ ​across​ ​Spain​​,​ ​raised​ ​alarms​

​across​ ​the​ ​EU​ ​regarding​ ​the​ ​integrity​

​of​ ​the​ ​Schengen​ ​Area​​,​ ​and​ ​tragically​

​resulted​​in​​over​​100​​deaths​​during​​the​

​crossings.​

​Why Migration Happens?​

​➔​ ​Structural​ ​Disparities​ ​:​ ​Migration​ ​is​ ​a​​rational​​response​​to​​systemic​​global​​inequalities,​

​driven by massive wealth and stability gaps between neighboring regions.​

​➔​ ​Social​​Capital​​and​​Networks​​(Meso):​​Migration​​is​​rarely​​an​​isolated​​individual​​choice.​​It​

​is​ ​facilitated​ ​by​ ​social​ ​networks,​ ​diaspora​ ​communities,​ ​family​ ​ties,​ ​and​ ​digital​

​communication that lower the risks and costs of crossing borders.​
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​➔​ ​Systemic​​"Pull"​​Factors:​​Beyond​​the​​push​​of​​poverty,​​advanced​​economies​​possess​​a​

​structural,​ ​often​ ​unspoken​ ​demand​ ​for​ ​flexible,​ ​low-wage​​labor​​to​​sustain​​domestic​

​industries.​

​Sociological Perspectives on Migrants​

​➔​ ​Social​​Construction​​of​​"The​​Other":​​Host​​societies​​often​​frame​​migrants​​through​​a​​lens​

​of​ ​disruption,​ ​transforming​ ​complex​ ​human​ ​actors​ ​into​ ​heavily​ ​politicized​ ​symbols​ ​of​

​threat or economic burden.​

​➔​ ​Transnationalism:​ ​Rather​ ​than​ ​a​ ​simple​ ​one-way​ ​relocation,​ ​sociologists​ ​view​ ​modern​

​migrants​ ​as​ ​transnational​ ​actors​ ​who​ ​sustain​ ​deep​ ​social,​ ​economic,​ ​and​​political​​ties​

​across borders.​

​➔​ ​Intersectionality​​and​​Marginalization:​​A​​migrant's​​experience​​is​​not​​uniform;​​it​​is​​strictly​

​dictated​ ​by​ ​overlapping​ ​identities—such​ ​as​ ​legal​ ​status,​ ​race,​ ​and​ ​class—which​

​determine their vulnerability to exploitation or their capacity for integration.​
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​What Key Thinkers Say​

​➔​ ​Immanuel​ ​Wallerstein​ ​(World-Systems​ ​Theory):​ ​Views​ ​migration​ ​as​ ​a​ ​byproduct​ ​of​ ​a​

​global​ ​capitalist​ ​system​ ​divided​ ​into​ ​wealthy​ ​"core"​ ​nations​ ​(like​ ​Spain)​ ​and​ ​exploited​

​"peripheral"​​nations​​(like​​Morocco).​​Labor​​naturally​​moves​​toward​​the​​core​​where​​wealth​

​is concentrated.​

​➔​ ​Karl​​Marx​​:​​Theorizes​​that​​capitalist​​systems​​require​​a​​"reserve​​army​​of​​labor."​​Migrants​

​structurally​ ​fulfill​ ​this​ ​role,​ ​providing​ ​a​ ​vulnerable​ ​workforce​ ​that​ ​can​ ​be​ ​paid​ ​lower​

​wages, thus maximizing capitalist profits.​

​➔​ ​Stephen​ ​Castles​ ​(The​ ​Age​ ​of​ ​Migration)​​:​ ​Argues​ ​that​ ​migration​ ​is​ ​not​ ​a​ ​temporary​

​anomaly​ ​but​ ​a​ ​permanent,​ ​defining​ ​feature​ ​of​ ​globalized​ ​society.​ ​He​ ​notes​ ​that​

​militarizing​​borders​​often​​fails​​because​​it​​ignores​​the​​deep-rooted​​economic​​drivers​​and​

​social networks facilitating the movement.​

​THE INDIAN MIGRATION :​
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​Core Drivers of Indian Internal Migration​

​➔​ ​Push​​Factors:​​Severe​​agrarian​​distress​​(shrinking​​landholdings,​​monsoon​​dependency,​
​debt),​​displacement​​via​​state​​development​​projects​​(dams,​​mining​​in​​tribal​​belts),​​and​​the​
​desire to escape entrenched, oppressive caste hierarchies prevalent in rural villages.​

​➔​ ​Pull​​Factors:​​The​​structural​​demand​​for​​cheap,​​unprotected​​labor​​in​​the​​urban​​informal​
​economy​ ​(construction,​ ​textile​ ​mills,​ ​gig​ ​work),​​the​​prospect​​of​​higher,​​regularized​​cash​
​wages,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​relative​ ​social​ ​anonymity​ ​that​ ​urban​ ​centers​ ​provide​ ​marginalized​
​communities.​

​Jan Breman​ ​"Footloose​
​Labour"​ ​&​
​Circular​
​Migration​

​Landless​ ​tribal​ ​workers​ ​(like​ ​the​ ​Halpatis​​)​ ​migrate​
​seasonally​ ​to​ ​brick​ ​kilns​ ​and​ ​sugarcane​ ​fields​ ​in​
​South​ ​Gujarat.​ ​Breman​ ​argues​ ​this​ ​creates​
​"neo-bondage,"​​where​​migrants​​are​​trapped​​in​​debt​
​to labor contractors rather than traditional landlords.​

​B.R.​
​Ambedkar​

​Migration​ ​as​
​Social​
​Emancipation​

​The​ ​migration​ ​of​ ​Dalits​ ​(e.g.,​ ​Mahars​ ​moving​ ​to​
​Mumbai's​​textile​​mills​​in​​the​​20th​​century).​​Ambedkar​
​famously​ ​viewed​ ​the​ ​Indian​ ​village​ ​as​ ​a​ ​"sink​ ​of​
​localism"​ ​and​ ​caste​ ​oppression,​ ​framing​
​rural-to-urban​ ​migration​ ​as​ ​a​ ​necessary​ ​push​ ​for​
​social liberation and anonymity.​

​Dipankar​
​Gupta​

​The​ ​"Vanishing​
​Village"​

​Youth​​from​​rural​​Uttar​​Pradesh​​and​​Bihar​​migrating​
​to​​Delhi​​or​​Mumbai.​​Gupta​​argues​​that​​agriculture​​is​
​no​ ​longer​ ​viewed​ ​as​ ​an​ ​economically​ ​viable​ ​or​
​aspirational​ ​identity,​ ​completely​ ​shattering​ ​the​
​romanticized myth of the self-sufficient Indian village.​

​R.B. Bhagat​ ​Exclusionary​
​Urbanization​

​Migrant​ ​laborers​ ​from​ ​Odisha​ ​and​ ​Jharkhand​
​working​ ​in​ ​Kerala's​ ​construction​ ​sector​ ​or​ ​Surat's​
​power​ ​looms.​ ​Bhagat​ ​highlights​ ​how​ ​urban​ ​centers​
​gladly​ ​absorb​ ​cheap​​migrant​​labor​​but​​actively​​deny​
​them civic rights, housing, and political voice.​

​Conclusion :​

​Migration​​remains​​a​​double-edged​​sword,​​acting​​simultaneously​​as​​a​​mechanism​​of​​exploitation​

​through​ ​"neo-bondage"​ ​(as​ ​seen​ ​in​ ​Jan​ ​Breman's​ ​analysis​ ​of​​footloose​​labor)​​and​​a​​desperate​

​pursuit​ ​of​ ​social​ ​emancipation​ ​(echoing​ ​B.R.​ ​Ambedkar’s​ ​view​ ​of​ ​escaping​ ​oppressive​ ​village​

​hierarchies).​
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​UPSC CONNECT :​

​1.​ ​“Migration​ ​is​ ​not​​merely​​a​​demographic​​phenomenon​​but​​a​​consequence​​of​​economic​

​and​ ​social​ ​structures.”​ ​Examine​ ​this​ ​statement​ ​with​ ​reference​​to​​Karl​​Marx’s​​theory​​of​

​class and capitalism​​.​​(250 words, 15 marks)​

​2.​ ​“Migration​ ​reflects​ ​the​ ​changing​ ​nature​ ​of​ ​social​ ​action.”​ ​Discuss​ ​migration​ ​through​

​Max Weber’s concept of social action and rationality​​.​​(250 words, 15 marks)​

​3.​ ​How​ ​can​ ​Durkheim’s​ ​concept​ ​of​ ​anomie​ ​be​ ​applied​ ​to​ ​understand​ ​the​ ​social​

​consequences of migration and urbanisation? (250 words, 15 marks)​

​4.​ ​How​ ​does​ ​the​ ​concept​ ​of​ ​“reserve​ ​army​ ​of​ ​labour”​ ​explain​ ​the​ ​condition​ ​of​ ​migrant​

​workers​ ​in​ ​India’s​ ​informal​ ​sector​​?​ ​Discuss​ ​with​ ​suitable​ ​examples.​ ​(250​ ​words,​ ​15​

​marks)​

​5.​ ​To​ ​what​ ​extent​ ​has​ ​migration​ ​contributed​ ​to​ ​the​ ​weakening​ ​of​ ​caste-based​

​occupational​ ​structures​ ​in​ ​India?​ ​Discuss​ ​with​ ​reference​ ​to​​Weber’s​​concept​​of​​status​

​and Marx’s class perspective​​.​​(250 words, 15 marks)​​.​
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